LetterToLegislator8/18.doc

DRAFT, Version 1, 8/9/2004

(Date)

The Honorable (Full Name)
Street Address
City, State and Zip


Dear Senator (Last Name)/Mr., Ms., Mrs. (Last Name):

I am a voter from your district and am writing to express my concern over an issue of great importance to me:  the inadequate level of funding the Commonwealth spends on natural resource protection each year. Virginia has some of the most beautiful landscapes and waterways in the nation – among them, the Shenandoah mountains, the Chesapeake Bay, rolling farmland and historic battlefields.  These places are one of the reasons I have chosen to live and raise a family here.

Despite their contribution to our health, quality-of-life and economy, the state allocates only a pittance to these resources on an annual basis. Virginia ranks near the bottom among the 50 states in the amount it spends to protect its natural resources. Each year, only about a penny of each taxpayer dollar is allocated to this key government function – one that is mandated in the Virginia Constitution and supported by the vast majority of Virginians.

Near my home in your district, (provide an example of a public site near your home where you hike, bike, birdwatch, fish, hunt, boat or camp).  Special places such as this need ongoing funding if they are to remain public treasures.  Many important natural areas are still unprotected and are in danger of being lost forever if the legislature does not act now to substantially increase funding to protect our lands, waters and wildlife.  (If you know of a specific place that is in danger of being developed, include it.)  It is one of the best gifts we can leave our children and future generations of Virginians.

I am happy to discuss my concerns with you over the phone or in person.  I would also appreciate a written response stating your position on this matter.  I can be reached at: (Address, Phone #, Email).

Thank you very much for your attention to this issue that affects all Virginians.

Sincerely,

(Name)

